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April 20, 2021

City of Oakland Bureau of Planning
250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 2214
Oakland, CA 94612

Re:  Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Oakland Waterfront
Ballpark District Project (ER18-016)

Dear Mr. Vollmann:

I am a resident in Rockridge, living less than a block from the Claremont/College Safeway
store project you managed.       
I am writing to express serious concerns about the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR)
for the Oakland Waterfront Ballpark District Project (ER18-016). 

I am concerned about the toxic contamination at the site and that Oakland could very well find
itself up against the same sort of problems that occurred in San Francisco’s dealings with the
toxic materials that were supposedly totally removed from the former Naval Shipyard.  

The Howard Terminal site is currently so contaminated with toxic materials that it is illegal to
build housing there. The DEIR states that the A’s will work with the Department of Toxic
Substances Control (DTSC) to clean up the site but does not provide specific information
about how the site will be cleaned up, instead promising to create a plan after the City
approves the DEIR. The DEIR claims that compliance with DTSC rules and regulations will
ensure that the Howard Terminal site is properly cleaned up, but the A’s recently sued DTSC
for its failure to enforce environmental laws at the Schnitzer Steel facility adjacent to Howard
Terminal—and they won that lawsuit. How can the public trust that DTSC’s regulation will
make the site safe for housing if the A’s can’t trust DTSC to regulate the neighboring
property?
What about low-income housing in the area.  There does not appear to be any concrete
commitments to include a meaningful number of homes for people.  

I also wonder about how this development will effect the number of jobs at the port that is
such a great economic engine for our City.   The port is already cramped.  The number of
trucks lining up to unload/reload at the adjacent port will cause worse traffic headaches and
additional green house gas pollution in the area where this is already an issue for the folks that
live there.  

I think this site is NOT the best location for the ball park.  There is no existing mass transit to
the site as there is to the Coliseum.  An aerial tram or gondola will not have enough capacity
to come close to handling the kinds of crowds that a winning team will draw.   
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This location just doesn’t make common sense.  Given these problems with the DEIR, it is
impossible for members of the public to evaluate the impacts of the project, and it is not
possible for the City of Oakland to make an informed decision on whether to proceed with this
project. The DEIR should be revised and recirculated to provide members of the public and
decision makers with accurate and transparent analysis. Thank you for considering these
comments.

Sincerely, 

Susan Shawl
326  63rd Street
Oakland, CA 94618
Cell, 415-793-1841
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